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1.0 Purpose

1.1 This paper outlines the background and context to, and justification for, 
developing a shared endeavor approach to supporting the ENTE in 
Camden, building on the commitments made in Camden 2025, Our 
Camden Plan and through the Camden Business Charter.

2.0 Background and Context

2.1 Camden’s ENTE is one of the largest in the country, with a turnover of £955.9m 
(2.3% of Camden’s total economy). Camden is renowned for creative talent, with 
a greater proportion of businesses in the Arts, Entertainment & Recreation sector 
than any other London borough.   Camden hosts the second highest number of 
licensed premises in London (after Westminster).  Camden’s population is 
relatively younger than England, with a greater proportion of adults aged 
between 25 and 40, and is home to a higher student population than any other 
borough (7.2% of London’s student population). Bloomsbury, Holborn & Covent 
Garden, and Camden Town are central to Camden’s ENTE offer and considered 
of international and regional importance, but important too are the areas of local 
importance including, Hampstead, Kentish Town and Kilburn. 

2.2 London is experiencing a challenge in the loss of venues, with 30% less in 2017 
than 2007. Holborn & Covent Garden have experienced a 60% reduction in 
venues, and Camden Town and Primrose Hill have seen a 21% reduction. At 
particular risk are venues catering to women, BAME and LGBTQI+ groups, with 
the density of the latter now lower in Camden than in 2007. 

2.3 Many Camden residents work in the ENTE. Aside from hospitality and 
entertainment, occupations related to the ENTE include health and social work, 
accommodation, transportation and storage and emergency services.

2.4 Many of the sectors that are key for a functioning ENTE are highly reliant on EU 
labour. For those businesses that feel that Brexit will present a threat to their 
business, a frequently cited reason is the perceived difficulty in recruiting staff. 
To keep pace with other global cites, London, and Camden, must ensure that it 
is prepared to support and drive the 24-hour economy and that ENTE roles are 
fulfilling, of high quality and sufficiently attractive to potential ENTE workers. This 
is likely to require a review of transport and mobility, and amenities for ENTE 
workers by comparison to their daytime equivalents. 

Strategic context

2.5 Historically, discussions around the ENTE in London have been in the context of 
crime and disorder, within a framework of licensing, regulation and policing. In 
the past ten years however, cities across Europe and the US have started to 
address the notion of the 24-hour city and its potential for growth, developing 
strategic plans and policy interventions to support this. The key driver has been 
international competiveness, revenues from tourism and a perception that a 
strong and well managed ENTE can contribute to the broad ‘liveability’ and 
wellbeing of cities. 

2.6 In London, the mayor convened the ENTE Commission, which delivered its 
findings and recommendations in January of this year, and has appointed Amy 



Lame as the Night Czar.  The Commission delivered 10 recommendations which 
are detailed at appendix 1.  The resulting initiatives are designed to change the 
conversation about the Evening and Night Time Economy, broadening it from 
licensing, regulation and mitigation of negative effects, towards the economic 
and cultural contributions of ENTE and how London government as a whole can 
support this. 

2.7 The series of Citizen’s Assemblies that came together to develop the Camden 
2025 vision identified the borough’s evening and night-time offer as key to the 
character of the area and a draw for residents and businesses.  

“The evening and night-time economy was seen as hugely beneficial for the 
borough. Assembly members asserted that the diversity of evening and night 
time events available in Camden were key to its character. It was seen by 
Assembly members as a point of attraction for people both visiting and even 
moving to the area. Some shared stories of the evening and night time economy 
being the reason ‘why I, when I first moved to London, wanted to be in Camden’” 

Camden Citizen’s Assembly Report 2018

2.8 Camden 2025 includes a commitment to ‘work to preserve a dynamic evening 
and night-time economy, recognising this as one of the things that makes 
Camden special’ and says ‘we will seek to balance the needs of visitors and 
businesses with those of local people who may have been negatively impacted. 
In this, we will recognise the needs of the full range of employees and businesses 
that work at night.  Camden’s Cultural Framework includes supporting the ENTE 
under the Cultural Economic Development theme.

2.9 The Camden Business Charter, adopted in 2018, includes a number of calls to 
action for businesses – the business community are asked to ‘support the 
Council in managing the night-time and visitor economy in partnership, licensing 
and managing destinations and places in the borough to protect and enhance a 
unique and widely regarded cultural offer’.

2.10 An ENTE paper went to the Culture and Environment Scrutiny Committee in April 
2019 and recommended;

 That a Member sub group is convened to oversee this work

 That a Citizen’s Assembly/ resident-led engagement takes place to inform the 
development of an ENTE strategy or charter. This engagement should 
incorporate stakeholders who are connected to ENTE such as workers, 
businesses, venues and BIDs.

3.0 Proposed approach to strategy/charter development

3.1 Over the next year the Council will develop a strategy that will enable Camden 
to articulate our vision for the ENTE and our overarching commitment to its 
responsible and inclusive development.  The strategy or charter will be a shared 
endeavour with stakeholders and will include signposting to good practice and 
safe trading behaviours in order to maintain a successful, diverse ENTE.  It is 
anticipated that the strategy will support those who trade / work within the ENTE 
and suggest high-level values or missions that can inform detailed strategic 
action and inform the review of the Camden Statement of Licensing Policy.



3.2 The development of this strategy are proposed as follows;

November 2019 Member sub-group meeting

Autumn/Winter 2019 Deliberative1 event bringing stakeholders together 
to examine the range of perspectives across how 
we support and manage a dynamic ENTE.

The output from this event will be a vision for the 
ENTE in Camden which builds on the commitments 
made in Camden 2025 and the Camden Business 
Charter.

Early Spring 2020 Endorsement of the ENTE vision by the Camden 
Business Board

Spring – Autumn 2020 Programme of detailed engagement with full range 
of stakeholders

Early 2021 Adoption of new licensing policy, including a strong, 
strategic narrative around the ENTE and its 
contribution to Camden.

4.0 Legal Comments of the Borough Solicitor

There are no legal comments with regards to this report.

5.0     Finance Comments of the Executive Director Corporate Services

          There are no material financial implications concerning this report. 

1 Deliberation is an approach to decision-making that allows participants to consider relevant 
information from multiple points of view. Deliberation enables participants to discuss the issues and 
options and to develop their thinking together before coming to a view, taking into account the values 
that inform people’s opinions



Appendix 1:

‘Think Night: London’s Neighbourhoods from 6pm to 6am’ outlines 10 
recommendations to the Mayor, who will now consider them. The recommendations 
are:
 

1. Place the night at the heart of policymaking by incorporating a night test for all 
new policies to rate their impact on culture, sociability, wellbeing and economy 
at night

2. Produce guidance for boroughs to help them to develop night-time strategies 
with a clear vision for their town centres between 6pm and 6am

3. Set up a night-time data hub including data on the economy, transport, 
licensing, infrastructure, safety and health, to aid boroughs

4. Publish an annual report on London at night to measure progress and achieve 
the ambitions of the 24-hour vision

5. Establish a night-time enterprise zone fund, for which boroughs can bid for 
funds to develop their night-time offer

6. Carry out research to establish the case for longer opening hours
7. Establish new partnerships across the capital to make London at night more 

welcoming 
8. Create guidance to help boroughs and land owners make welcoming, safe 

and vibrant night-time public spaces
9. Set up a late-night transport working group to ensure night workers can get to 

and from work quickly and safely
10.Promote London’s night-time offer to Londoners, highlighting the variety and 

affordable of events currently available 
 
The Mayor has committed to ensuring that London’s night-time culture meets the 
needs of all Londoners, and has pledged to plan for life at night in the same way the 
city does for the day. His work has already included teaming up with local authorities 
and developers to help safeguard night-time economy and culture venues, including 
setting up a Night Time Borough Champions Network, chaired by his Night Czar. He 
also launched the Night Tube and Night Overground, and established the Women’s 
Night Safety Charter.
 


